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The following sections are being submitted for this Information Disclosure 
Statement: 

1. [X] Preliminary Statements 

2. [X] FORM PTO-1449 (Modified) 

3. [X] Statement as to Information Not Found in Patents or 

Publications 

4. [X] Identification of Prior Application In Which Listed 

Information Was Already Cited and for Which No 
Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

5. [X] Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying this 

Statement 

6. [X] Translation(s) of Non-English Language Documents 

7. [X] Identification of Person(s) Making this Information 

Disclosure Statement 



Section 1. Preliminary Statements 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information of 
which they are aware, which they believe may be material to the examination 
of this application and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed 
as a representation that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)), an 
admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability or that no other material information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed 
as an admission against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 
1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 

Section 2. Form PTO-1449 (Modified) 

[X] A completed Form 1449 (Modified) is attached hereto. 

[ ] No Form 1449 (Modified) is attached. 

Section 3. Statements as to Information Not Found in Patents or 
Publications (Information not listed in PTO 1449 (Modified)) 

In the past, individuals have hand formed materials about a flower pot 
and placed bands by hand about the sheets of material to hold the sheet of 
material in place about the flower pot to provide a decorative cover. Applicant 
acknowledges this procedure constitutes prior art. 

Section 4. Identification of Prior Application In Which Listed 
Information Was Already Cited And For Which Copies Are 
Submitted For Convenience Of Examiner 

This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date 
of prior application Serial No. 09/012,907 , filed on January 23. 1998 . 

(complete the following, if applicable) 

[ ] This application also relies, under 35 U.S.C. 120, on the earlier 

filing date of prior application Serial No. , filed on 

(date). 

The following references were submitted to, and/or cited by, the Office 
in the prior application(s) and therefore, are not required to be provided in this 
application: 



Section 5. Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying this 
Statement 

Legible copies of all items listed in Form PTO-1449 (Modified) accompany 
this information disclosure statement. 

[X] Exception(s) to above: 
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[X] Items in prior application from which an earlier filing date is 
claimed for this application, as identified in Section 4. 

[ ] Cumulative patents or publications identified in Section 5. 

Section 6. Translation(s) of Non-English Language Documents 

[ ] Submitted herewith is an English translation of the following foreign 
language patents, publications or information or of those portions 
of those patents, publications or information considered to be 
material: 

[X] No English language translations of the foreign language patents, 
publications or information or parts thereof are readily available, 
except for those listed above. 

[ ] The following foreign language documents submitted are believed 
to be the equivalent or substantial equivalent of the English 
language documents identified below, which are also submitted 
herewith: 

Section 7. Identification of Person(s) Making this INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

The person making this statement is the attorney who signs below on the 
basis of the information: 

[X] supplied by the inventor(s) 

[ ] supplied by an individual associated with the filing and prosecution 
of this application (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)). 

[X] in the attorney's file 

Respectfully submitted, 

Richard A. Nelson, Reg. No. 45,995 
DUNLAP, CODDING & ROGERS, P.C. 
1601 N.W. Expressway, Ste. 1000 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118 
405) 607-8600 - telephone 
405) 607-8686 - telefax 

Attorney for Applicant 
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Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


C mplete if Known 


Application Number 


Not Yet Assigned 


Filing Date 


Herewith 


First Named Inventor 


Donald E. Weder, et al. 


Group Art Unit 


3721 


Examiner Name 


S. Gerrity 


Attorney Docket Number 


8403.981 


U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAM 
INIT. 



Cite 
No. 1 



U.S. PATENT NUMBER 
Number 



Kind 
Code 2 
(if known) 



Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 



Date of 
Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



AA 



2133278 



Brogden 



10/18/1938 



AB 



2236936 



Camp 



04/01/1941 



AC 



2274526 



Bunn 



02/24/1942 



AD 



2367168 



Cheesman 



01/09/1945 



AE 



2514038 



Doolittle 



07/1950 



AF 



2882660 



Denton 



04/21/1959 



AG 



2924926 



Paine, Jr. 



02/16/1960 



AH 



2971312 



Bell, Jr. 



02/14/1961 



AI 



2972747 



Kelem 



02/28/1961 



AJ 



2989828 



Warp 



06/27/1961 



AK 



3015916 



Denton 



01/09/1962 



AL 



3078631 



Seserman 



02/26/1963 



AM 



3104937 



Wyckoff et al. 



09/24/1963 



AN 



3125907 



Derrickson 



03/24/1964 



AO 



3126686 



Kobylanski et al. 



03/31/1964 



AP 



3129728 



Sharko 



04/21/1964 



A2_ 



3135192 



Derrickson 



06/02/1964 



AR 



3152539 



Sorensen 



10/13/1964 



AS 



3163899 



Karass 



01/05/1965 



AT 



3164372 



Derrickson 



01/05/1965 



AU 



3186333 



Hoffman, et al. 



06/01/1965 



AV 



3189060 



Attas 



06/15/1965 



AW 



3192584 



Pape 



07/06/1965 



AX 



3217461 



Wheelock 



11/16/1965 



AY. 



32243$? 



Talbot 



12/21/1965 
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Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. PATENT NUMBER 
Number 


Kind 
Code 2 
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Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of 
Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 




AZ 


3251295 




Dickens 


05/17/1966 






BA 


3258221 




Derrickson et al. 


06/28/1966 






BB 


3263599 




Dickens 


08/02/1966 






BC ! 


3264022 




Talbot 


08/02/1966 






BD 


3279354 




Dickens et al. 


10/18/1966 






BE 


3316687 




Barttett, Jr. 


05/02/1967 






BF 


3318230 




Hilton 


05/09/1967 






BG 


3324217 




Armstrong et al. 


06/06/1967 






BH 


3368323 




Wood 


02/13/1968 






BI 


3393633 




Hoffman et al. 


07/23/1968 






BJ 


3431706 




Struck 


03/11/1969 






BK 


3531910 




Snead 


10/06/1970 






BL 


3545723 




Ratey 


12/08/1970 






BM 


3554846 




Billett 


01/12/1971 






BN 


3612480 




Guy 


10/12/1971 






BO 


3612481 




Guy 


10/12/1971 






BP 


3636861 




Weller 


01/25/1971 






BQ 


3639530 




Ryan 


02/01/1972 






BR 


3662790 




Goodley 


05/16/1972 






BS 


3709758 




Gilmore 


01/09/1973 






BT 


3750239 




Styner 


08/07/1973 






BU 


RE27744 




Billett et al. 


08/28/1973 






BV 


3759169 




Goodley 


09/18/1973 






BW 


3783079 




Wehr 


01/01/1974 






BX 


3799835 




Gilmore 


03/26/1974 






BY 


3826443 




Goodley 


07/30/1974 






BZ 


3841213 




Goodley 


10/15/1974 






CA 


3847071 




Goodley 


11/12/1974 






CB 


3851683 




Glaus et al. 


12/03/1974 






CC 


3873387 




Schoening 


03/25/1975 






CD 


3896525 




Stewart Jr et al. 


07/29/1975 






CE 


3949662 




Woomer 


04/13/1976 






CF 


3963191 




Goodley 


06/15/1976 






CG 


3974762 




Kita et al. 


08/17/1976 






CH 


3984278 




Styneretal, 


1P/05A976 
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of Cited Document 
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Cited Document 
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Figures Appear 




CI 


3995409 




Discavaqe et al. 


12/07/1976 






a 


4005647 




Goodley et al. 


02/01/1977 






CK 


4020756 




Weiss 


05/03/1977 






CL 


4020879 




Btllett 


05/03/1977 






CM 


4041672 




Gularte 


08/16/1977 






CN 


4062918 




Nakanose 


12/13/1977 






CO 


4086117 




Pearsall 


04/25/1978 






CP 


4090008 




Haley 


05/16/1978 






cq 


4093146 




Haley 


06/06/1978 






CR 


4096019 




Lehmann 


06/20/1978 






CS 


4101625 




Haley 


07/18/1978 






CT 


4137788 




Fischer 


02/06/1979 






cu 


4152475 




Haley 


05/01/1979 






cv 


4216620 




Weder 


08/12/1980 






cw 


4220493 




Wehret al. 


09/02/1980 






cx 


4223704 




Glaus 


09/23/1980 






CY 


4227949 




Wehr 


10/14/1980 






cz 


4252158 




McDade 


02/24/1981 






DA 


4253227 




Bullington 


03/03/1981 






DB 


4254703 




Fulton, et al. 


03/10/1981 






DC 


4280314 




Stuck 


07/28/1981 






DD 


4297811 




Weder 


11/03/1981 






DE 


4300312 




Weder 


11/10/1981 






DF ! 


4300976 




Wehr 


11/17/1981 






DG 


4328742 




Discavage 


05/11/1982 






DH 


4383881 




Saki 


05/17/1983 






DI 


RE31353 




Cheung 


08/23/1983 






DJ 


4401020 




Brux 


08/30/1983 






DK 


4444097 




Wehr 


04/24/1984 






DL 


4450032 




Wehr 


05/22/1984 






DM 


4454808 




Wehr 


06/19/1984 






DN 


4470241 




Parry et al. 


09/11/1984 






DO 


4483516 




Wehr 


11/20/1984 






DP 


4502911 




Discavage 


03/05/1985 






DQ 


4533Q4& 




Kuhnert et al. 


08/Q6/;??5 
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DR 


4536248 




Bullinqton et al. 


08/20/1985 






DS 


4554779 




Fischer 


11/26/1985 






DT 


4555893 




Nakata et al. 


12/03/1985 






DU 


4570415 




Centeno 


02/18/1986 






DV 


4572251 




Drury 


02/25/1986 






DW 


4601155 




Lewis 


07/22/1986 






DX 


4635542 




Sebelist et al. 


01/13/1987 






DY 


4640079 




Stuck 


02/03/1987 






DZ 


4711071 




Kaqi 


12/08/1987 






EA 


4718219 




Schmitz 


01/12/1988 






EB 


4733521 




Weder et al. 


03/29/1988 






EC 


D295525 




Sakaki et al. 


05/03/1988 






ED 


4768276 




Harlow 


09/06/1988 






EF 


4773182 




Weder 


09/27/1988 






EG 


4794832 




Trimble 


01/03/1989 






EH 


4835834 




Weder 


01/06/1989 






EI 


4885898 




Khurgin 


12/12/1989 






EJ 


5077937 




Weder et al. 


01/07/1992 






EK 


5085003 




Garcia 


02/04/1992 






EL 


5105599 




Weder 


04/21/1992 






EM 


5111638 




Weder et al. 


05/12/1992 






EN 


5157899 




Tas 


10/27/1992 






EO 


5339601 




Weder et al. 


08/23/1994 






EP 


5373942 




Weder 


12/20/1994 






E Q 


5417033 




Weder 


05/23/1995 






ER 


5426914 




Weder et al. 


06/27/1995 






ES 


5465552 




Weder et al. 


11/14/1995 






ET 


5465553 




Weder et al. 


11/14/1995 






EU 


5471816 




Weder et al. 


12/05/1995 






EV 


5632131 




Weder et al. 


05/27/1997 
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EXAM 
INIT. 


Cite 
No. 
1 


( 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Unes 
Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


T* 


Kind CodeS 

Dffice 3 Number 4 (if known) 




EW 


1084888 


France 


10/12/1953 






U.S. and 

St.3). 4 F 
appropria 


Foreign: M 

orm Japam 

ha cwmKnlc 

e syrnoois 


Jnique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard 
>se patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the 
as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard St. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached 


EXAM 
INIT. 




NON PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title 
of the item (book maaazine, iournal. serial, symposium, cataloa, etc.}. date DaaefsS volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published 




EX 


Rubber Band Technology, Ltd. Yakima, WA Bandmaster 102 Model ET 




EY 


Rubber Band Technology, Ltd. Yakima, WA Bandmaster 102 Model AF 




EZ 


Strapack Inc. Tokyo, Japan, Sivaron S-661M & 661Y. ©1984 




FA 


Strapack Inc. Tokyo, Japan, Strapack Semiautomatic Strapping Machine S-660 ©1988 Strapack Corp. 




FB 


Universal Strappinq Corp. Uni-Pack Portable Strappinq Kit no date 




FC 


Cyklop Strapping Corp, Downingtown, PA Cyklop EM-15 (2 pgs) ©1987 Cyclop Strapping Corp. 




FD 


Strapex Corp. Charlotte, NC How to Strap Without Getting In A Bind (2 pages, no date) 




FE 


Cyklop Strapping Corp., Downington, PA ASM Series (2 pgs) ©1988 Cyklop Strapping Corp 




FF 


Strapack Corp, Tokyo, Japan, StraPack Semi-Automatic Strapping Machine, Sivaron S-662 (2 pgs no date) 




FG 


StraDack Com Tokvo Jaoan StraPack Semi-Automatir Polvnrnnvlpnp ^tranninn Marh ^iv/arnn ^^-40 O nnO 

«ti u puuix vvi \j i i ui\ j \J f j\a |^wi ii ijki aru\.i\ v_ 1 1 1 1 r^yj lui i iuliu r \ji y upy iti ic 11 LjyjyjM I i ioli li f <jlVul Ul I *J *-J i W \ M~dj 2 L 




FH 


StraDack Com Tokvo JaDan StraPack Semi-Automatic Stran Marh Stvarnn S-fifi1 Sfifil 1 C? nn<; nn ^la^p^ 




FI 


Universal Strannina Cnrn Ronklvn NY Unix/pr^al Stranninn Spmi-Antnmatir Plactir ^tranninn Msrhint* nnc^ 




FJ 


Universal StraDDina Com Brooklvn NY Universal StraDDina Extruders of Plastic Strannina (R nas nn riatp^ 




FK 


Malow Corp., Mount Prospect, IL , Heavy Duty Tver 2 pgs No Date 




FL 


Highland Supply Corp., Highland, ILThe Oriqinal Pre-Formed Pot Cover, 1984 




FM 


Rubber Band Technology, Ltd., Yakima, WA BandMaster 101™ Model MF (1 pq, no date) 




FN 


Rubber Band Technology, Ltd., Yakima, WA BandMaster 201™ Model B 




FO 


BH Bunn Co, Alsip, III, Strappinq Efficiency For Every Strappinq Application, #M20M-475 (6 pqs no date) 




FP 


BH Bunn Co., Lakeland, FL, Bunn Models 1691, 1991, 2091, 2491 & 3091 Tyinq Machines ©1992 (3 pqs) 




F Q 


EAM Industries, W. Hazelton, PA EAM Mosca Strappinq System (6 pqs, no date) 




FR 


EAM Indusrties, W. Hazelton, PA COM Tapinq Machine (2 pqs, no date) 




FS 


Clements Industries, Inc. S. Hackensack NJ Tach-It Twisters, Packaqinq Machines, Baq Openers, Tape Winders 




FT 


Clements Industries, Inc. S. Hackensack NJ Tach-It Twisters, Model 3558, 1 pq 1986 




FU 


InterPower Packagaing, Hodqkins, IL Akebono OB-300 2 pgs no date. 




FV 


InterPower Packaging, Hodgkins, IL Power 260, 2 pgs, 1991 




FW 


The John Henry Co., Cellocoup Brochure, 4 pqs, ©1991 




FX 


Saxmaver Com.. St. Blissfield. MI Twine Tvino Machines 7 dqs 
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EXAM 
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NON PATENT DOCUMENTS 






include name or tne author (in capital Lbi itKS), title or the article (when appropriate), title 
of the item (book magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.)/ date, page(s), volume-issue 
numhprfO ouhli^hpr citv and/or counrrv where nubli^hpd 




FY 






FZ 


Saxmayer Corp. St. Blissfield, MI Model EM Route-Master 2 pqs 




GA 


Felins, Inc. Milwaukee, WS Pak-Tyer 2000 2 dps, no date 








Non Patent Documents: 1 Unique citation designation number, applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 


Examiner Signature: 


Date Considered: 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant **Place of 
Publication refers to name of publication in which the information was published. 
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